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reported, a wonderful result ensued. For when the cities saw Pom-
pey the Great passing through the country unarmed, and with a small
train of familiar friends only, as if he was returning from a journey
of pleasure, not from his conquests, they came pouring out to display
their affection for him, attending and conducting him to Rome with far
greater forces than he disbanded; insomuch that if he had designed
any movement or innovation in the state, he might have done it with-
out his army.
Now, because the law permitted no commander to enter into the
city before his triumph, he sent to the senate, entreating them as a
favor to him to prorogue the election of consuls, that thus he might
be able to attend and give countenance to Piso, one of the candidates.
The request was resisted by Cato, and' met with a refusal. However,
Pornpey could not but admire the liberty and boldness of speech
which Cato alone had dared to use in the maintenance of law and
justice. He therefore had a great desire to win him over, and pur-
chase his friendship at any rate; and to that end, Cato having two
nieces, Pompey asked for one in marriage for himself, the other for
his son. But Cato looked unfavorably on the proposal, regarding
it as a design for undermining his honesty, and in a manner bribing
him by a family alliance; much to the displeasure of his wife and
sister, who were indignant that he should reject a connection with
Pompey the Great. About that time Pompey having a design of set-
ting up Afranius for the consulship, gave a sum of money among the
tribes for their votes, and people came and received it in his own gar-
dens, a proceeding which, when it came to be generally known, excited
great disapprobation, that he should thus, for the sake of men who
could not obtain the honor by their own merits, make merchandise of
an office which had been given to himself as the highest reward of
his services. "Now," said Cato, to his wife and sister, "had we
contracted an alliance with Pompey, we had been allied to this dis-
honor too;" and this they could not but acknowledge, and allow his
judgment of what was right and fitting to have been wiser and better
than theirs.
The splendor and magnificence of Pompey's triumph was such
that though it took up the space of two days, yet they were extremely
straitened in time, so that of what was prepared for that pageantry,
there was as much withdrawn as would have set out and adorned an-
.other triumph. In the first place, there were tables carried, inscribed
with the names and titles of the nations over whom he triumphed,
Pontus, Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Media, Colchis, the
Iberians, the Albanians, Syria, Cilicia, and Mesopotamia, together
with Phoenicia and Palestine, Judaea, Arabia, and all the power of the
pirates subdued by sea and land. And in these different countries
there appeared the capture of no less than one thousand fortified